
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

Februar y 1 9, 2 0 0 3 LB 1 3

what l e g i s l a t u r e s co u l d an d sh o u l d be d o i ng t o h a ve ov e r s i g h t
over a l o t o f t h i ng s t h a t wer e go i ng o n a t t he fe d e r a l an d s t a t e
l eve l . On e o f t he t h i ng s t h a t he me n t i o n e d du r i n g t h a t
particular briefing was that we ought to h ave thought th rough
the who l e su c ce s s i o n qu e s t i o n . An d s o af t e r t ha t , I g o t o n t he
telephone with the Lieutenant Governor to ask him what his t a s k
force, or his policy g ro up, was doing in this arena. And he
i nd i c a t e d , a t t h a t p r e se nt t i me , n o t h i ng . And so I de c i d e d t h a t
it might be worthwhile to at least start the discussion. Now ,
t he b i l l t ha t ' s b e f o r e yo u t o d ay a f f e c t s on l y t he e x e cu t i v e
branch of government. Bu t th ere are o th er branches th at we
shoul d b e t h i n k i n g a b ou t a s we l l . An d f o r i n s t an c e , i f t h i s
b ui l d i n g w a s h i t b y a t o r n a do a t s om e t i me du r i ng s e ss i o n , an d a
lot of us were not around the next day to carry on, how would we
fill all those seats? What if the Governor was in the b u i lding
at t h e s ame t i me ? Wha t i f a l l t h e Su p r e m e C o u r t j u d g e s we r e
hold i n g se s s i o n ? Th e s e ar e th i n g s t h a t ar e no t v e r y p l ea s a n t t o
t h in k a b o u t , b u t a t t h e s am e t i m e, we p r o b ab l y n e e d t o t h i nk
about . Now, I g av e yo u a h an d o u t t ha t sh o w s e x ac t l y h ow t h e l aw
now is regarding succession to the Governor. And you will see
that it's first the Lieutenant Governor, and then t he Spea ker,
and then the Chairman of the Exec Board. And then it goes down
a l i s t o f con mni t tee s . And t h e Co m mi tt e e o n Co mmi t t e e s C h a ir i s
first, and th e n you go to Ju d iciary, Government, et cetera,
e t c e t e r a , d o w n t he l i n e . We l l , i n e x ami n i n g s t a t e st a t u t e s i n
o the r st a t e s , we d e t e r mi n e d t h a t i n mo s t s t a t e s t h ey de s i g n a t e
executive branch officers in that line of succession. They have
t he governor, and then they have the l ieutenant g overnor, a nd
then they have the president pro tern, speaker of the house, and
then they go to their attorney generals, secretaries of state,
state treasurers, et cetera. A nd so that's what this bill is
patterned after. Wha t we' ve done in th is bill is put the
Speaker o f t h e L eg i s l a t u r e a f t e r t h e L i e u t e n a n t Gov e r n o r , a nd
then the Sec retary of State, t he A tt orney Ge neral, S tate
Treasurer , and A u d i t o r of Pu b l i c Ac c o un t s . And t h e n a f t er t hat
would come other persons designated by law that would serve the
remainder o f the Governor's term. N ow, I don't really care if
you choose t h i s par t i cu l a r me t h od t h a t I ' v e br ou g ht bef or e you
today . I wo u l d l i k e t o hea r s ome d i scu s s i o n o f i t . An d I wo u l d
l i k e t o mo v e fo r wa r d a t so me p o i n t o n t h i s i ssu e . I f y o u t h i nk
this is an acceptable way to proceed, then tha t's g o od. We
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